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Purpose of the Index 
 The purpose of this project is to assemble a searchable index of 
records of slavery in New York identifying individual enslaved 
persons and their owners.  

 Our goal is to deepen the historical documentation of slavery as it 
was conducted by and experienced by individuals.   

 The database is therefore designed to support search results that 
combine records from all indexed sources based on search 
parameters such as the name of an owner, a place name, and date 
ranges, and topical search tags. 
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99 Records for St. Marks 



St. Mark’s Church in the Bowery 
Recognizing a History of Enslavement 

 Memorialization of Slave Holders 
• The churchyard as an historic site 

• The statue of Peter Stuyvesant 

• Persons interred in the Stuyvesant vault and the church yard cemetery 

• Strategies to counterbalance and redress memorialization  

 Acknowledging and Documenting  Slave Holding by Church Members 
• Members of the Dutch Reformed Church, particularly the Stuyvesant Chapel 

• Early members of St. Mark’s Church 

 Memorialization of Enslaved People 
• Recognizing them even when we only have numbers and general references 

• Recovering their identities whenever possible 

• Important part of a strategy to counterbalance and redress slave holder memorialization 

 
 



Organizational Histories and Slavery 
Direct Participation - Indirect Memorialization 

 Brown, Yale, Princeton, Georgetown and 
other colleges are struggling with their 
institutional connections to slavery.  

 They are researching the connections 
and asking whether and when to 
rename colleges, buildings or programs, 
and what other measures to take.  

 The same questions are asked and 
debated at John Jay College, and similar 
questions are asked at St. Marks’s 
Church in the Bowery, and our NY 
Slavery Records Index informs the 
inquiries. 



Dutch Records of New Amsterdam 
  



Peter Stuyvesant and Slavery 

 During his administration commerce had 
increased greatly, the colony obtaining 
the privilege of trading with Brazil in 
1648, and with Africa for slaves in 1652.  

 On his return from Holland after the 
surrender, he spent the remainder of his 
life on his farm of sixty-two acres outside 
the city, called the Great Bouwerie. The 
house, stood near what is now Eighth 
street. Its gardens and lawn were tilled by 
about fifty slaves. 

https://www.6sqft.com/peter-stuyvesants-nyc-from-the-bouwerie-farm-to-that-famous-pear-tree/ 



Peter Stuyvesant and Slavery 
Ecclesiastical Records of New York p. 489 

  



Peter Stuyvesant Authorizes  
the Sale of Slaves to Private Buyers 

Just Before the Colony Falls to the English 

 A large number of slaves arrived in New Amsterdam in the last months before the 
colony fell to the English.  

 The slave cargo of Sparrow (Musch) which arrived in May 1664 consisted of forty blacks; 
the Dutch West India Company kept six males and five females for its own use and sold 
twenty-nine slaves to private buyers (eighteen males, ten females, and one child).  

 On August 14, 1664, Gideon delivered 290 slaves to New Amsterdam from Guinea and 
Angola via Curacao. Some of the blacks on Gideon had been brought directly from 
Africa, although most were seasoned slaves who had spent a period of time in Curacao. 
Seventy-two of the blacks were sent to the Company's Delaware colony while 218 (115 
men, 103 women) were sold to the inhabitants of New Amsterdam before the arrival of 
the British on September 8, 1664. 

                                                                                              Kruger, Born to Run, Chapter 2 



 The 
Commissioners 
Map of 1811 

   



Peter Stuyvesant II and Slavery 
Primus, Syphax and Scipio 

  



St. Mark’s Church in the Bowery 
Early Slave Holder Members Based on Pewholder List 

 Peter Stuyvesant – Thomas Buchanan – Hugh Gaine – James 
Seton – Anthony Bleeker – Martin Hoffman – John Jones – 
William Hardenbrook – George Turnbull – Thomas Ten Eyck 

– James Stewart – Robert Benson – John Pell – Daniel 
Kemper – Nicholas Stuyvesant – William Ogden – Nicholas 
Carmer – Horatio Gates – James Bleecker – R H Kemble – 
Thomas Bridgen – William Thomas – Francis Winthrop – 

James Cummings – John Ireland – Mangle Minthorne – John 
Slidell - Nicholas Fish 

  



St. Mark’s Church in the Bowery 
Other Slave Holders Interred in the Church Yard 

 Peter Stuyvesant – Jacob Appley – Henry Henderson – David 
Jones -  John Sichels – George Anthon – Thomas Barclay – 

Josiah Hoffman – Benjamin Strong – Daniel Tompkins – 
David Baker – Philip Hone – Christopher Mildeburger – 

William Mulligan – Michael Ortley – John Rathbone – John 
Vandenheuvall – William Alburtis -  



Enslaved People Who Can Be Named 
Based on Runaway Slave Ads 

 

  

 Spier  
 Primus – Scipio - Syphax  



Enslaved People Who Can Be Named 
Based on Manumissions 

 

  

Owner Manumitted People Date Notes 

James Seton William (29) and Hagar (33) Daley 1804 

James Seton Joseph Johnson (34) 1808 

Joseph Hoffman Jane or Jenny 1800 Bought in 1791 

Josiah Hoffman Bella Williams (22) 1805 

David Baker Caroline and her son Moses 1806 

Robert Benson Adam Johnson (36) 1809 Would be born in 1773 

Robert Benson John Cherry 1811 

Michael Ortley Susanna 1811 

John Slidell Caesar 1813 

Christopher Mildeberger Anthony 1815 

Nicholas W. Stuyvesant Bill or William 1815 



Adam Johnson 
Male, Black, Born in NY in 1771 



Enslaved People Who Can Be Named 
Based on Birth Registrations 

 

 Mercy and her unnamed daughter - Hagar and daughter  
Nancy – Cate and daughter Nany – Jane and son Henry – 
Dine and son Samuel – Cate and son Sal – Dine and son 
James – Pompey and Margarette James and daughters 

Eleanor and Brunette   



1799 Gradual Abolition Act 
Be it enacted .. . That any child born of a slave within this state after 
the fourth day of July next shall be deemed and adjudged to be born 
free: Provided nevertheless. That such child shall be the servant of 
the legal proprietor of his or her mother until such servant, if a male, 
shall arrive at the age of twenty-eight years, and if a female, at the 
age of twenty-five years. 
And be it further enacted. That every person being an inhabitant of 
this state who shall be entitled to the service of a child born after the 
fourth day of July as aforesaid, shall, within nine months after the 
birth of such child, cause to be delivered to the clerk of the city or 
town whereof such person shall be an inhabitant, a certificate in 
writing containing the name and addition of such master or mistress, 
and the name, age and sex of every child so born… 



1799 Gradual Abolition Act 
Be And be it further enacted. That the person entitled to such 
service may, nevertheless, within one year after the birth of 
such child, elect to abandon his or her right to such service, by 
a notification of the same from under his or her hand, and 
lodged with the clerk of the town or city where the owner of 
the mother of any such child may reside; in which case every 
child abandoned as aforesaid shall be considered as paupers 
of the respective town or city where the proprietor or owner 
of the mother of such child may reside at the time of its birth; 
and liable to be bound out by the overseers of the poor on the 
same terms and conditions that the children of paupers were 
subject to before the passing of this act 



Why Gradual? 
  

◦Of the 43 Senate seats in 1800, 23 
were slave holders. 

◦Horatio Gates, a slave holder and St. 
Mark’s pewholder in 1800, was a 
member of the NY State Assembly 

 



Birth Registrations and Abandonments 

  



Birth Registrations and Abandonments 

  



Slaveship Records 
 

Andrew Marschalk Jr. and Sr. , Peter and Francis Marschalk 



The Marschalk Family 
 Church Masters in the Dutch Reformed Church,  

◦ Years 1732, 1736, 1739, 1763 (Ecclesiastical Records on NY P. 2101) 

 Slaveship investors  
◦ 1726, 1729 and 1730 

 Slave owners of enslaved men – London and Toby - charged in the Conspiracy of 1741 
◦ London transported to Madeira as punishment  

 Members of St. Mark’s Church in the early 1800s 
◦ Baptisms of two children of their slaves Margaret and Pompey 

 Slave Owner in the 1820 census. 
◦ Francis Marschalk 



Conspiracy Trial of 1741 
  
Between the months of March and April 1741, ten fires 
blazed in the city, culminating with four fires on a single 
day in early April.  

 A grand jury concluded that the fires were the work of 
black arsonists who had ties to a larger conspiracy to burn 
the city and murder all the white people.  More than a 
hundred slaves were brought into the basement of the city 
hall on charges of burglary, arson and insurrection. 
Thirteen slaves were burned at the stake, and 70 others 
were sold south. Two white men and two white women 
were also hanged.  

 Slave holder family names identical to  the St. Marks 
Pewholder names include Benson, Marschalk and Ten Eyck. 



London’s Testimony 
June 20, 1741 

 That one or two Weeks after he was at Comfort's, York, a little young Negro belonging to a Shoemaker in 
Pearl-Street, near opposite to Mr. Breastead's, and Crooke's Prince were there: That Ben came to 
his(London's) House one Morning between Four and Five, and took a Coal of Fire out of the Bakehouse, and 
said, he would go and set his Master's Stable on fire, and bid him (London) fire his Master's House; this a 
Week after Philipse's Storehouse set on fire. 

 York was in the Shop; and he in the Kitchen at Comfort's: Jack brought the Knives: but he said he had a 
Knife, and could get a Sword: Jack looked like a Gentlemen. Jack told him he bought the Knives of a 
SpanishNegro. 

 The general Talk at Comfort's was to the same Effect as that at Hughson's, viz.. To burn the Houses, and kill 
the People; they said, they agreed, and swore to do this, as long as the White Man stand by them. 

 Did not see Sandy; saw five or six Spanish Negroes there. 

 Ben was burnt at the stake. Prince was hung. London transported to Madeira as punishment  



Work To Be Done… 
•Can we locate the records of the cemetery that Peter 
Stuyvesant IV started in 1803? Present or formed enslaved 
people could be interred there. But it was relocated to the 
Evergreens Cemetery in Brooklyn. Can we locate the 
names? 

•What will we discover in the NYC records now being 
indexed, including arrest and arraignment records? 

•Are there more church records we have not discovered? 



Positive Questions… 
•What was the role of church membership in the slavery 
abolition movement? 

•Did members join the Manumission Society? 

•Did members actively participate in the underground 
railroad network in New York? 

•Did members support fugitive slave protections? 


